
When using combustion 
appliances follow these 
guidelines:
s�0ROPERLY�OPERATE�APPLIANCE�S	�

s�.EVER�ALTER�A�COMBUSTION�APPLIANCE��ITS�EXHAUST�mUE�OR�
GAS�PIPING�FROM�ORIGINAL�INSTALLATION�

s�)F�A�COMBUSTION�APPLI

ANCE�AND�CONNECTIONS�
MUST�BE�RELOCATED�
OR�REPLACED��SEEK�
THE�SERVICES�OF�THE�
GAS�FUEL�PROVIDER�
OR�A�PROFESSIONAL�
SERVICEMAN�

s�.EVER�BLOCK�OFF�FRESH�
AIR�INTAKE�VENTS�

s�.EVER�ENCLOSE�A�
COMBUSTION�APPLIANCE�
WITHOUT�ASSURING�ADEQUATE�
COMBUSTION�AIR�IS�AVAILABLE�
TO�THE�APPLIANCE�

s�.EVER�USE�A�GAS�RANGE�OR�
OVEN�AS�A�HEATER�

s�7HEN�A�NATURALLY�VENTED�GAS�
APPLIANCE��E�G���WATER�HEATER�
OR�RANGE	�IS�OPERATING�DO�NOT�
RUN�A�POWERED�EXHAUST��E�G���
COUNTER�TOP�DOWNnDRAFT�EX

HAUST�FAN	�FAN�IN�THE�SAME�
ROOM�nTHIS�MAY�RESULT�IN�
EXHAUST�GAS�BACKDRAFTING�

BE SAFE AND SAVE ENERGY!
NEVER USE A RANGE OVEN  

AS A HEAT SOURCE...IT'S A HAZARD

AND WASTES ENERGY!

INSTALLING A C

s�+EEP�APPLIANCE�S	�CLEAN�

s�.EVER�USE�UNVENTED�GAS�AND�KEROSENE�HEATERS�

s�2OUTINELY�INSPECT�AND�PROVIDE�PREVENTIVE�MAINTENANCE�

Sounds easy doesn’t it?
� )T�IS��HOWEVER��THESE�SIMPLE�TASKS�ARE�GENERALLY�
OVERLOOKED�BY�THE�CONSUMER�AND�CAN�CREATE�POTENTIALLY�
DANGEROUS�SITUATIONS�

s� )NCOMPLETE�GAS�COMBUSTION��WHICH�ALSO�WASTES�ENERGY��

s�3PILLAGE�OF�COMBUSTION�GAS�BY
PRODUCTS�INTO�THE�HOME��
CARBON�MONOXIDE��NITROGEN�DIOXIDE��SULFUR�DIOXIDE�AND�
RESPIRABLE�PARTICLES�

s�"ACKDRAFTING�HARMFUL�EXHAUST�GASES�DOWN�THE�CHIMNEY�
AND�INTO�THE�HOME�

s�!�TRAINED�TECHNICIAN�CAN�CHECK�THESE�ITEMS�FOR�SAFETY�

Keep appliance(s) clean
� !�DIRTY�FURNACE�lLTER��CLOGGED�OVEN�AND�RANGE�GAS�
ORIlCES��RESTRICTED�DUCT�WORK�AND�INTAKE�AIRnmOW�VENTS�AND�
LINTnCLOGGED�DRYER�VENTS�CAN�ALL�ALTER�THE�PERFORMANCE�OF�GAS�
APPLIANCES��%VERY�EFFORT�SHOULD�BE�MADE�TO�KEEP�COMBUS

TION�APPLIANCES�CLEAN�FROM�LINT��DUST��OIL�AND�GREASE���

Never use unvented gas and 
kerosene heaters
� 5NVENTED�COMBUSTION�HEATING�SYSTEMS�SHOULD�NEVER�
BE�USED�INDOORS�WITHOUT�PROPER�OUTSIDE�FRESH�AIR�AND�
EXHAUST��)NlLTRATION�REDUCTION�MEASURES��CAULKING��WEATHER

STRIPPING��ETC�	�SHOULD�NOT�BE�INSTALLED�IF�ANY�UNVENTED�
COMBUSTION�HEATER�IS�PRESENT�IN�THE�HOME��!LTHOUGH�
UNVENTED�HEATERS�ARE�APPROVED�FOR�USE�IN�SOME�SITUATIONS��
THEY�MUST�BE�EQUIPPED�WITH�AN�OXYGEN�DEPLETION�SENSOR�
AND�THEY�MUST�NEVER�BE�USED�AS�THE�PRIMARY�SOURCE�OF�HEAT�
NOR�MAY�THEY�BE�USED�IN�A�BEDROOM�

Beware of carbon monoxide
� !MONG�THE�MOST�SERIOUS�RESULTS�OF�INCOMBUSTION�IS�THE�
PRODUCTION�OF�CARBON�MONOXIDE��A�ODORLESS�AND�COLORLESS�
DEADLY�GAS��4O�DETECT�CARBON�MONOXIDE�INSTALL�AT�LEAST�TWO�
CARBON�MONOXIDE�DETECTORS��ONE�LOCATED�IN�THE�FURNACE�
ROOM��THE�OTHER�NEAR�SLEEPING�AREAS��4HESE�DEVICES�MAY�BE�
AVAILABLE�AT�YOUR�LOCAL�BUILDING�SUPPLY�OR�HARDWARE�STORE�

Air–tightening precaution
� !IR
TIGHTENING�MEASURES�CAULKING��WEATHER
STRIPPING��
ETC��SHOULD�NEVER�BE�DONE�WITHOUT�lRST�CORRECTING�
PROBLEMS�ASSOCIATED�WITH�COMBUSTION�APPLIANCES�

Routinely inspect and provide 
preventive maintenance

Inspect gas appliances for:

s�"LOCKED�OR�CLOGGED�CHIMNEY�OPENING�

s�"LOCKED�OFF�CRAWL�SPACE�OR�MOBILE�HOME�OPENING�WHERE�
FRESH�AIR�IS�SUPPLIED�FOR�THE�GAS�APPLIANCE�

s�,EAKS�AND�OBSTRUCTIONS�IN�FURNACE�SUPPLY�AND�RETURN�
DUCT�WORK�

s�#RACKED�OR�SEPARATING�EXHAUST�mUES�

s�#ORRODED�OR�DISCONNECTED�VENT�PIPE�

s�$IRTY�lLTERS�

s�0ILOT�LIGHT�FAILURES�

s�%XHAUST�GAS�ODORS�OR�BURNING�ODORS�

s��-ALFUNCTIONING�KITCHEN�RANGE�OR�COOKTOP�VENT�

s��)RREGULAR�OR�ABNORMALLY�SHORT�OR�LONG�
CYCLING�OF�THE�FURNACE�

Preventive 
maintenance by a 
service technician 
should include:

s� 4ESTING�ALL�COMBUSTION��
� APPLIANCES�FOR�CARBON��
� MONOXIDE�

s� #HECKING�FOR�GAS�LEAKS�

s� &RESH
AIR�SUPPLY�FOR�ALL��
� COMBUSTION�APPLIANCES�

s� 0ROPER�EXHAUST�DRAFT�TO��
� PREVENT�BACKDRAFTING�

s� (EAT�EXCHANGER�EXAMINATION�

s� #LEANING�BLOWER

s� &LUE�AND�VENT�SYSTEM���
� EXAMINATION�

s� 0ROPER�OPERATION�OF�FAN��
� AND�LIMIT�SWITCHES
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������COPIES�OF�THIS�PUBLIC�DOCUMENT�WERE�PUBLISHED�AT�AN�ESTIMATED�COST�OF���`�PER�COPY��FOR�
A�TOTAL�OF������

4HE� 5�3�� $EPARTMENT� OF� !GRICULTURE� �53$!	�� -ONTANA� 3TATE� 5NIVERSITY� AND� THE�
-ONTANA� 3TATE� 5NIVERSITY� %XTENSION� 3ERVICE� PROHIBIT� DISCRIMINATION� IN� ALL� OF� THEIR�
PROGRAMS�AND�ACTIVITIES�ON�THE�BASIS�OF� RACE��COLOR��NATIONAL�ORIGIN��GENDER�� RELIGION��
AGE��DISABILITY��POLITICAL�BELIEFS��SEXUAL�ORIENTATION��AND�MARITAL�AND�FAMILY�STATUS��)SSUED�
IN�FURTHERANCE�OF�COOPERATIVE�EXTENSION�WORK�IN�AGRICULTURE�AND�HOME�ECONOMICS��ACTS�
OF�-AY���AND�*UNE�����������IN�COOPERATION�WITH�THE�5�3��$EPARTMENT�OF�!GRICULTURE��
$OUGLAS�,��3TEELE��6ICE�0ROVOST�AND�$IRECTOR��%XTENSION�3ERVICE��-ONTANA�3TATE�5NI

VERSITY��"OZEMAN��-4�������

� �����0RINTED�ON�2ECYCLED�0APER��*ULY������'-

THE CHIMNEY'S ALL 
CLEAR AND CLEAN...
WE CAN FIRE UP THE 

FURNACE!


